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Mr. Chair,

At the outset, my delegation would like to thank you for your leadership. The first

part of the 74th session was successfully concluded thanks to your active

engagement despite the unforeseen challenges from COVID-19. I would also like

to note with appreciation the cooperation of Member States as well as the support

from the Secretariat and the ACABQ.

While the COVID-19 situation continues to impact our Fifth Committee work

from the begining of this session, we now have more challenging and time-bound

issues to discuss than we did in the previous session. One of the main issues of this

session is the PKO budget. Taking this opportunity, my delegation would like to

reaffirm our strong support for UN peacekeeping operations which is the core

element of UN activities for promoting international peace and security. My

delegation believes that UN peacekeeping operations should be funded

appropriately for successful implementation of their mandates while ensuring

effectiveness, efficiency, and accountability of the budget.



When we discuss the PKO budget, we also need to take into account the impact of

COVID-19 on peacekeeping operations. We should make sure that, in responding

to COVID-19, relevant areas are appropriately funded to minimize the pandemic’s

negative impact on peacekeeping operations. This should be done in tandem with

looking at areas that can make more savings due to COVID-19 as well.

Cross-cutting issues are also important in improving the efficiency, effectiveness,

and accountability of peacekeeping operations. In particular, my delegation is

deeply concerned that reported allegations of sexual exploitation and abuse in PKO

missions have increased last year. While my delegation appreciates the Secretary-

General's work to eradicate them, more efforts should be made to this end. I would

also like to encourage all delegations to redouble their efforts to adopt a resolution

on cross-cutting issues, as they have been deferred for several years without

making substantial decisions.

Lastly, my delegation would like to stress that the Fifth Committee’s consensus-

based decision making principle should continue to be respected. My delegation

looks forward to constructive discussions, based on this guiding principle, on the

issues of this session, including the reports of the Board of Auditors.

Thank you. /END/


